THE ORIGINAL LEGEND

Written by Tom Kita Chara Lodge, the legend of the Lenni
Lenape tribe of the Delaware Indians was soon adopted by
the National Order of the Arrow and printed in some of the
earlier editions of the Order of the Arrow Handbook.

It is still used in the call-out ceremonies of Tom Kita Chara
Lodge.
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SAMOSET COUNCIL BOY SCOUTS OF AMERICA
DRA.AT IZATION-OF THE LEGEND OF THE LENNI
LENAPE TRIBE OF THE DELAYARE INDIANS
READER: LONG YEARS AGO, IN THE DIM AGES OFFTHE PASY, THE LeEnni Lenare
TrRiee oF THE DELAWARE INDIANS INHABITED THE DgLAWaRE RIVER VALLEY, HegRE
THEY PURSUED THE DEER, THE BEAR, THE WILDCAT, AND THE PANTHER, THEY
HUNTED AND FiSHED, THEIR VILLAGES WERE NUMEROUS AND POWERFUL; THEIR
HUNTING PARTIES STRONG, THEY TILLED THE FIELDS AND FOLLOWED THE CHASE,
rHEVV*ERE A PEACEFUL PEOPLE, NEVER WARRING WITH OTHER TRIB_ES UNLESS FIRST
ATTACKED, THE SMOKE AROSE FROM THE'R W!GWAMS AS THEY RETURNED FROM THE
HUNT, AND THE!R COUNCIL FIRES BLAZED BRIGHTLY AS AROUND THEM THEY SMOKED
THREIR PIPE OF PEACE, [JANY MOONS THEY LIVED !N THIS BL!SSFUL STATE OF HAPPY
commmmv‘. 1oTHER EARTH!S HARPPY AWAKEN I NG ~HERALBED THE YEARLY ARRIVAL
OF SPRING----SPRINGTIME BLOSSOMED IN70 éummen—---&vmmsn MATURED INTO
AUTUMN~~~-AUTUMN FADED INTO WiNTER, IN WHAT SEEMED A NEVER-ENDING SUCCESSION
OF SEASON, BUT, A €CLOUD AROSE ON TH!S PEACEFUL SCENE. NgIGHBORHING TRIBES
AND DISTANT ENEMIES BEGAN TO RAID THEIR HUNT!NG GROUNDS, THEN, CHING aHGOOK,

THE CHier oF THE LeNNI LgNare TRiBE, M.DE INQU!RY?

CHINACHGOOK: Miv CHIEFS, THESE ARE INDEED FEARFUL DAYS., OuR VILLAGES ARE

ENDANGERED BY THE ONANDOGO, THE HURONS, AND THE CavuGas, WE MUST WARN

YHEM, AND HELP THEM DEFEND THEIR WIGWAMS, /HO AMONG YOU WILL CARRY THE

MESSAGE OF WARNING TO OUR BROTHERS,"
FIRST CHIEF: "WHvy sSHOULD WE ENDANGER OUR LIVES FOR OUR NEIGHBORSIM

SECOND CHIEF: M™VYe MusT PROTECT OURSELVES-~LET OUR NEIGHBORS TAKE CARE OF

THEMSELVES, "

JHIRD CHIEF: "CHinacHGOOK GROWS OLD WORRYING ABOUT THOSE AWAY FROM MERE,

WHY DOES NE NOT THINK MORE ABOUT ustt
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UNCAS:  Miv FATHER, HERE aM |, SEND ME, ALL .THESE VILLAGES ARE OF OUR

BLOOD, THE LENNI LgNAPE, '/HAT IS DANGER TO ONE 1S DANGER TO ALL, THE
NEED 1S URGENT, THEY ARE SIX TO OUR ONE, AND IFf WE ARE TO SURVIVE AS

A NATION, WE MUST ALL STAND BY EACH OTHER,!

CHINACHGOOK:  "UMCAS, MY SON, IN YOU' INDEED FLOWS THE BLOOD OF MIGHTY

FOREFATHERS, .Y HEAD IS BOWED !N SHAME AS | LOOK ABOUT ME AND SEE MY
CHI1EFTAINS V/HO WOULD SPEAK BRAVELY AT THE COUNCIL, YET FEAR TO LIFT THE
TOMAHAWK AGAINST THEIR ENEMY, YOU DEPART UPON A MISS!ON FROM WHICH THERE
MAY B8E NO RETURN, AS YOU TRAVE'. THE TRAILS, SEEK FROM AMONG OTHERS THOSE
WHO WILL UNSELFISHLY SERVE THE CAJSE .N WHICH WE ARE ENL!STED, AS EACH

GETS THIS HIGHER VIiSION, SEND H.M FORIH ON HiS ERRANDS OF CHEERFUL SERVICE,"

SCENE

READER: THEN, CHINGCHEOOK; THE CH EF, AND His S04, UNCAS, SET TO WORKe

‘. IN_EVERY VILLAGE WERE SOME WHO WERE W!LLING TO G:VE THEMSELVES CHEERFULLY

IN THE SERVICE OF OTHERS,

FIRST CHISZF: "Uncas, SON OF CH:INGGHGUOK, WHAT BRINGS YOU SO FAR FROM YOUR

HUNTING GROUNDS?M

UNCAS: Miv BROTHER, | HAVE COME 0O WARN YOU THAT THE ONANDAGOS, THE

HurRoNs, aND THE CAYRUGAS ARE PREPARING TO ATTACK YoU, V/E MUST GATHER OUR
PEOPLE FOR BATTLE, | HAVE DONE SO BECAUSE WE ARE BROTHERS AND AS SUCH

MUST BE LOYAL TO EACH OTHER, W'LL BOTH OF YOU NOT JOIN ME THAT WE MAY

WARN ALL OUR PEOPLETM

SECOND CHIZF: M"Yy SHOULD | RISK MY LiFE FOR THEM??

FIRST CHIZF: "] wiLL JoiN vou, Uncas, | waNT To HELP vou !
SCENE il
READER: M"THEIR ENEMIES WERE COMPELLED TO RETIRE TO THEIR OWN SORDERS

AND WHEN PEACE WAS DECLARED SETWEEN THEM, THEY WHO FIRST WENT OUT
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CHEERFULLY TO SERVE THEIR KINSMEN WERE RAISED TO PLACES OF HIGH EMINENCE
IN THE TRIBE B8Y THE CHIEF,

CHINACHGOOK: "y SRoTHERS, YOU HAVE BEEN ELEVATED TO THE HONOR OF CHIEF

BECAUSE YOU WERE WILLING TO SACRIFICE YOUR LIFE THAT OTHERS MIGHT Li{VE,"
UNCAS: M\iv NOBLE FATHER, THESE CHIEFS HAVE A REQUEST TO MAKE OF You, CHIEF
BLACKHAWK WILL PRESENT THEIR CAUSE,M

BLACKHAWK: M"MicHTY CHIEF, WE FEEL THAT THERE ARE OTHERS WHO PERFORM
SERVICES FOR THOSE ABOUT THEM W!THOUT REWARD, THEY SHOULD BE HONORED FOR
THEIR LABORS, \/E SUGGEST THAT YOU FOR#4 AN ORDER WHICH WOULD MAKE SERVICE

1 TS WATCHWORD, "

READER: AND THESE BRAVES BECAME SO CONVINCED OF THE TRUTH OF H1IS MESSAGE
THAT THEY BESOUGHT THE CHIEF TO PERPETUATE !T iN_SOME MANNER, SO, o
CHINACHGOOK BOUND THEM TOGETHER IN SECRET DROTHERHOOD INTO WHICH ONLY THEY
CAN BE ADMITTED WHO CAN FORGET THEIR OWN INTERESTS AND ADVANCEMENT WHILE
—LboKING OUT FOR THOSE OF THEIR BROTHERS. AND THESE MUST BE SO CONS!DERED
AND RECOMMENDED FOR MEMBERSHiP BY THEIR ASSOC! ATES,

UNCAS: "My oROTHCRS, | OFFER YOU AS THE SYMBOL OF OUR ORDER, TH1S ARROW,
ITS POINT 1S KEEN, AIMED H!GH, ITS COURSES UNDEVIATING, ITS DlRECfION ONWARD
AND UPWARD, IT, THEREFORE, BECOMES A TOKEN OF LEADERSHIP, AND AS SUCH,

WE SHOULD ADOPT 1T,

READER: AND S0 wE, THE FOLLOWERS OF THE EARLY INDIAN ON THIS SOfiL, BECOME

HEIRS TO THE BROTHﬁRHOOD, INHER!T THE TRADITIONS AND IDEALS, AS WELL AS

THE RED ARROVW, sviMBoL OF UNSELFISH DEVOTION IN THE SERVICE OF OTHERS,

CHINACHGOOK: M.y BROTHERS, FOR WE ARE NOT INDEED BROTHERS, | wouLDp
REMIND You, "HE WHO SERVES HIS FELLOWS IS OF ALL M1S FELLOWS GREATEST,"

FoLLow aND AssisT ME TO DISCOVER WHETHER WE HAVE BRAVES PRESENT WHO SHOULD

BE TESTED FOR MEMBERSHIP IN OUR ORDER,M
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